Do It, Again

Build The Temple of God

“Be strong and of good courage, and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord
God—my God—will be with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you, until you have
finished all the work for the service of the house of the Lord” (1 Chron. 28:20).

Pressing The Truth
“Arise, for this matter is your responsibility. We also are with you. Be of good courage,
and do it” (Ezra 10:4).

Jesus’ Family
“My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do i’ (Luke 8:21).
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Do It
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Many people believe they cannot understand the will of God. Some Christians
even think parts, maybe many parts, of the Bible are too mysterious to comprehend. As a
result, people do not give much time or attention to reading and contemplating the Word.
The Word, however, repeatedly tells us we can understand God’s will and do it.

Moses said,

For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious
for you, nor is it far off. It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will
ascend into heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?”
Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will go over the sea for
us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?”” But the word is very
near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it (Deut. 30:
12-14).

Several lessons can be learned from this.

Not Too Mysterious or Far Off

God is the Creator of both man and the Bible. He  Thorefore do not be un-
designed the latter for the former. Hence, they go together. wise, but understand what
Common sense and logic tell us that if God went to the o will of the Lord is.
trouble of inspiring men to write the Bible and preserved it _Eph. 5:17
through His providence, then it is meant to be used by man.
The Psalmist urges us to meditate on it. “I will meditate on Your precepts, And contemplate
Your ways” (Psa. 119:15). If we believe the Bible is too mysterious for the common man
to meditate on, then in essence we accuse God of failure. Who is willing to do that?
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Further, the commands of God are not far off. The readers of this article likely
have a Bible or two nearby. If not, they at least have one at home. The Word is not locked
in a vault in some distant nation where only a privileged few are permitted. Rather, it is
dispersed far and wide—the most widely circulated book in the West. Jesus foretold of
such when He said to the apostles, “...you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The Word is near!

Do It

Since the Word of God is understandable and near, our duty is to do it. Too many
of us believe we are pleasing to God just because we know the truth. We understand
it and can tell others about it. We can point out the errors of denominationalism and
Premillennialism. Yet, we fail as husbands, wives, and parents (Eph. 5:22-6:4). We watch
and listen to filth (Phil. 4:8). We curse, pitch a fit, and murmur (Col. 3:8; 1 Cor. 10:10).
Still, we “know” the truth.

James warned us about the disconnect between knowing and doing. He said,

Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive
with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone
is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural
face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately
forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law
of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the
work, this one will be blessed in what he does (Jas. 1:21-25).

Is it too hard to do? If so, then God mocks us by giving us something to do that we
cannot do. Do you make the excuse for yourself, “That’s just the way [ am. I can’t help
it”? Again, you blame God for your sins. He did not create you with an inclination to sin.
You learned it on your own. It is time to unlearn it.

The Word is not too mysterious, nor is it far off. It is accessible and understandable.
Therefore, we are without excuse. We are obligated to know it and do it.
- Steven F. Deaton

Jesus: Greater Than All

Jesus is greater than all. We know the exception to this is God the Father. The
Bible teaches that they are both equally divine. However, the Father is the head of the Son
(1 Cor. 11:3; cf. 15:27, 28). Beyond this, Jesus is greater than all—and our example.

Jesus is greater than Jonah. Jesus told the Jews ““a greater than Jonah is here” (Matt.
12:41). Jonah was a sign to the people and had great effect through his preaching on the
Gentile city of Nineveh. Jesus would be a sign and His preaching was powerful. Yet, the
Jews in general rejected One who spent three days and nights in the heart of the earth. The
sign of Christ far exceeds the sign of Jonah.

Jesus is greater than Solomon. Jesus rebuked the Jews for not recognizing Him and
said the “queen of the South” would condemn their generation because “she came from
the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is
here” (Matt. 12:42). The wisdom of the Lord far exceeds Solomon’s wisdom.

Jesus is greater than Abraham. Beyond dispute, Abraham was a great man. He
was called the friend of God (2 Chron. 20:7). His faith is put before us as an example
(Heb. 11:8-19). Abraham, though, was a man; Jesus is the | AM (Jn. 8:48-59; cf. Ex. 3:14).
Abraham’s glory and notoriety stems from the Messiah, not the other way around. The
faith of Jesus far exceeds the faith of Abraham.

Jesus is greater than Jacob. The Samaritan woman incredulously asked Jesus if He
was greater than Jacob (Jn. 4:12). Jacob was a great man who played a vital role in God’s
plan of redemption. His named was changed to Israel, prince with God (Gen. 32:28). Jesus
is the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6). The royalty of Jesus far exceeds the “royalty” of Jacob.

Jesus is greater than His disciples. Christians sometimes esteem themselves more
highly than they ought. Jesus, to teach a lesson on humility and servitude, washed the
disciples’ feet. He said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his
master; nor is he who sent greater than he who sent him” (Jn. 13:16). We need to have
the proper estimation of ourselves, realizing that if King Jesus can humble Himself to be a
servant, so can we. The Savior is greater than His servants.

- Steven F. Deaton



